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REVEREND BRETHREN, 


JI was matter of very ſerious concern 

to me, that after having fixed the vi- 
ſitation of this part of my dioceſe for the 
laſt year, and made every neceſſary ar- 
rangement and preparation for it, I found 
myſelf under the neceſſity of relinquithing 
my deſign, and poſtponing the execution of 
it to the preſent time. I muſt entreat you 
to believe, that it was not a ſmall diffi- 
culty which would have induced me to 
delay, beyond the uſual period eſtabliſhed 
by my predeceſlors, that perſonal inter- 


This introduction was addreſſed only to the Clergy of 
Eſſex and Hertfordſhire, where the viſitation had been 
poſtponed to May 1799. In London, Weſtminſter, and 
Middleſex, it took place at the regular time, in 1798. 


+ The period of epiſcopal viſitations is different in diffe- 
rent dioceſes, In that of London it is once in four years. 
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courſe with you from which I always de- 
rive ſo much genuine ſatisfaction and fo 
much uſeful information; but the critical 
ſituation of ſome parts of the dioceſe at 
that time, is freſh in the memory of all 
who now hear me. It was certainly not 
a fit moment for the performance of a re- 
ligious ceremony, nor were the minds of 
the people in a diſpoſition to attend to it 
with the calmneſs and compoſure which 
it required. But that which principally 
weighed with me, was the intimation EL 
received from ſeveral reſpectable clergy- 
men upon the ſpot, that conſiderable in- 
conveniences might ariſe from drawing 


great numbers of perſons of different de- 


ſcriptions from their reſpective homes, at 


a time when it was neceſſary for every 
man to be at his poſt; and that ſuch a 
meaſure might interfere very materially 


with thoſe various military arrangements, 


precautions, 
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5 
precautions, and preparations, which were 
every where carrying on for the protec- 
tion, defence, and ſecurity of the country, 
againſt the poſſible event of an invading 
enemy. By theſe repreſentations I was 
finally decided, and contented myſelf with 
viſiting the cities of London and Weſt— 
minſter, and the county of Middleſex (no 
inconſiderable part of my dioceſe), reſerv- 
ing the reſt for a more convenient oppor- 
tunity. That opportunity has now preſented 
itſelf, and this temporary ſuſpenſion of my 
original deſign has brought with it one 
conſiderable advantage, which I truſt will 
greatly outweigh any flight inconveniences 
that may have ariſen from the delay. It 
has enabled me to adopt an improvement 
of my plan which had not occurred to me 
before, but which further conſideration ſug- 
geſted to my mind ; I mean the extenſion 
of my confirmations to two very remote 
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parts of my dioceſe *, of which one had 
but very ſeldom enjoyed that benefit, and 
the other had never experienced it be- 
forc. 

There is another matter, of a local na- 
ture, but of no ſmall moment to the com- 
fort of one part of our order, to which, 
before I enter on the main ſubje& of this 
charge, I with for a few moments to call 
your attention. 

The fund eſtabliſhed for the relief of 
the indigent clergy, their widows and 
children, within the cities of London and 
Weſtminſter, and the county of Middleſex, 
under the direction of Sion College, was, a 
few years ago, at the ſuggeſtion of a worthy 
and reſpectable member of the chapter of 


St. Paul's, lately deceaſed}, confiderably 


* Harwich and Rochford. 


+ This part of the charge was confined to the clergy 
of London, Weſtminſter, and Middleſex, to whom alone it 
related. 


Dr. Jeffries. 
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improved, by certain regulations then made 
for extending and enlarging, and more 
carefully collecting, the ſubſcriptions to- 
wards it. By theſe means the ſum col- 
lected was greatly encreaſed, and has pro- 
_ duced very beneficial conſequences to the 
clergy and their families in the metropolis 
and its vicinity. Yet ſtill the ſubſcriptions 
do by no means correſpond to the wealth 
and population of the diſtricts whence they 
ariſe, or to the neceſſities of thoſe who are 
the objects of them. They do not yet 
amount to J. 200 per annum; whereas in 
the other parts of the dioceſe, the counties of 
Eſſex and Hertford, they are near I. 1000 
a year. It feems therefore much to be de- 
fired, and appears at the firſt view very 
practicable, that as the exigencies of the 
times neceſſarily produce more claimants 
for relief, the means of relief ſhould be 


proportionably augmented. And this, I ap- 
B 3 prehend, 


* 
_ — ——— Eä-—ÿ— D — 


6 


prehend, might be without much difficulty 
effected, if your applications were extended 
(as they are in the county of Eſſex, and I 
believe in moſt other dioceſes) to all the 
opulent laity within each diſtrict; and if 
the ſtewards would have the goodneſs, each 
in their reſpective departments, to exert 
their beſt endeavours to excite a more ge- 
neral attention, both in the clergy and the 
laity, to this moſt excellent charity; the 
utility and importance of which become 
every day more apparent, and the appli- 
cations for it more frequent and urgent, 
As to myſelf, I can only ſay, that if this 
improvement of our inſtitution ſhould be 


adopted, I ſhall be perfectly ready to con- 


tribute my full proportion towards the pro- 


poſed augmentation of ſo wiſe and benevo- 
lent a proviſion for our diſtreſſed brethren 
and their families. Having thus ſtated to 
you my ideas on this point, I very earneſtly 
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7 
recommend it to your further conſideration, 


and proceed to a ſubject of more general 


concern, and of the very laſt importance 
to us and to the whole Chriſtian world. 


You may remember that when we laſt 


aſſembled in this place, I thought it my 


duty to ſet before you the ſtate of religion 
in foreign countries, the rapid progreſs 
which INFIDELITY had for ſome years paſt 
been making on the Continent, and the ef- 
fects which this might naturally be ex- 
pected to produce in our own iſland *. 

I then ſtated to you, merely on the 
grounds of what had occurred to my own 


mind, in peruſing the writings of the moſt 


_ celebrated philoſophers (as they were 


pleaſed to ſtile themſelves) in different 
parts of Europe, that there appeared to me 
to be a regular SYSTEM AND SCHOOL OP 
INFIDELITY eſtabliſhed amongſt them, and 


Charge in 1794. 
B 4 that 


that their grand object evidently was to ex- 


tirpate Chriſtianity from the earth, and to 
eſtabliſh Theiſm at leaſt, if not Atheiſm in 
its room. At that time, however, I was 
not, I confeſs, aware (and few people I be- 
lieve in this country were) how deep the 
foundations of this ſyſtem were laid, and 
how widely the principles and the pro- 
jects of theſe adventurers were diffuſed, 
It now appears from undoubted evidence, 
collected from the moſt authentic ſources, 
and produced about the ſame time by two 
different authors, of different countries and 
different religions, and writing without the 
leaſt concert or communication with each 
other *, that there has in fact ſubſiſted in the 
heart of Europe, certain fects of men, diſtin- 
guiſhed by various fanciful names and va- 
rious myſterious rites and ceremonies, but 
all concurring in one common object, name- 


* Barrue! and Robiſon. 


Iv, 


| 
| 
| 
N 


9 
ly, the gradual overthrow not merely of all 
religion, but of all civil government and all 
ſocial order throughout the whole Chriſtian 
world. This deſign they had been carrying 
on with incredible induſtry and perſever- 
ance in various ways for a long courſe of 
years; ſome openly attacking the great 
bulwarks of morality and religion, others 
ſecretly and filently undermining their 
foundations, till at length the exploſion 
burſt out inſtantaneouſly on one devoted 
country; and the full effects of its concen- 
trated force were felt at once in the total 
ſubverſion of a great empire, and the ex- 
tirpation of the national faith. 

It was hardly poſſible that ſuch a con- 
vulſion as this, ſuch a public and formal 


renunciation of Chriſtianity, ſhould take 


place in a country ſo near our own, without 


communicating ſome ſenſations of the ſhock 


which tore that country in pieces, to this 


kin gdom. 
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kingdom. And in fact we know that ſimi- 
lar attempts have been made here to ſhake 
our belief in revelation; that our religion 
has been repreſented as a groſs impoſture, 
and a ſcandalous impoſition on the credu- 
lity of mankind ; that even the facred 
writings themſelves have been reviled and 
ridiculed without the ſmalleſt regard to de- 
cency and to truth; that every effort has 
been made to contaminate the principles, 
and extinguiſh the faith of all ranks of 
people, but eſpecially of the middling and 
the lower claſſes, by arguments brouglit 
down to the level of their underſtandings . 


by bold aſfertions, by coarte buffoonery, by 


unbluſhing falſchoods, by language the moſt 


impious and blaſphemous that ever inſulted 
the religion of any Chriſtian country. 

But, thanks be to God, the effects of all 
this fury and malignity, have been much 
leſs formidable and leſs extenſive than could 


have 
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have been expected. A few men of unſet- 
tled minds or weak underſtandings, may 
have been gained over to the cauſe of infi- 
delity, but the bulk of the people, though 
rudely and roughly aſſailed, have Rood 
firm and unmoved. This has probably 
been owing to various caules, to the natural 
good ſenſe, the ſound judgement, and 
ſteady character of the people of this land; 
to the over-ruling influence of the Holy 
Spirit upon their hearts; to the purity 
in which Chriſtianity is here profeſſed 
and taught ; to the excellent liturgy we 
have conſtantly in our hands to direct 
and animate our devotions; to the maſterly 
defences of ſcripture and of revelation 
which have lately iſſued from the preſs *; 
and I may add allo, I truſt, to the vigilance 
and attention of the parochial clergy, each 


in their reſpective departments. But to 


* More particularly thoſe of Dr. Paley and the Biſhop of 


. Landaff, 


whatever 
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whatever cauſes the preſervation of our 
people from the contagion of infidelity 
may hitherto be aſcribed, we muſt not be 
too ſecure: the danger is not over, nor 
the hope of finally accompliſhing their 
purpoſe abandoned by our enemies. They 
are ſtill active and alert, ſtill enterprizing, 
and intent upon their great object. In 
ſo righteous a cauſe they are deterred by 
no difficulties, they are diſcouraged by no 
defeats. Unabating perſeverance, uncon- 
querable hatred, and eternal enmity to the 
name of Chriſt, are their ruling principles. 
Whether there are in this country any of 
the ſect called Illuminati, and other infidel 
myſtics, that have been ſo long diffuſing vice 
and atheiſm over the reſt of Europe, I do 
not undertake to fay ; but that there are „h- 
cieties amongſt us, inſtituted for the very 
purpoſe of propagating infidelity and pro- 
fligacy through the iſland, more eſpecially 


among 
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among the lower claſſes of the people, 1 


can have no doubt. Publications of the 


moſt impious and indecent nature, have, 


I know, been diſtributed, with infinite ac- 


tivity and induſtry, not only in the metro- 
polis and its neighbourhood, and in large 
manufacturing towns, but in little obſcure 
villages in the remoteſt parts of the king- 
dom ; nay, they have even found their 


way into the very bowels of the earth, 


among the miners of Cornwall and the 


colliers of Newcaſtle, ſome of whom are 
ſaid to have ſold their bibles in order to 
purchaſe the Age of Reaſon. This very 
extenſive circulation of ſuch Tracts from 
one end of the kingdom to the other, cannot 
be the work of a few unconneCted indivi- 
duals; it muſt be the combined effort of a 


conſiderable body of men, united together 


for the purpoſe of corrupting the morals, 


and perverting the principles of the people, 
and 


14 
and contributing each their ſhare of labour 


and expence to ſo honourable and merito- 


rious an undertaking “. We 

* What is here advanced has very recently received the 
ampleſt confirmation from two moſt reſpectable authorities: 
from that virtuous and excellent young nobleman *, who has 
lately done himſelf ſo much honour by his motion in the 
houſe of commons againſt Sunday newſpapers; and from the 
Report of the committee of the houſe of lords reſpecting 
treaſonable ſocieties, &c. The former of theſe, in one of 
his ſpeeches, informs us, „ that he had reaſon to believe 
that there was now forming, in a large town in this king- 
dom, à feciety of atheiſts, who had agreed to meet at certain 
times, and to produce eacli of them an atheiſtical tract, to be 
iſſued into the world, with a view of corrupting the people 
of this country.” | 

The Committee tell us, „that it would be an endleſs 
and moſt diſguſting taſk ro enumerate the almoſt infinite 


variety of impious, immoral, and ſeditious publications with 
which the preſs has of late years been loaded, From this 


ſyſtem of attack nothing has been held ſacred. To revile 
our holy religion, to undermine the foundation of cur faith, to 
ſubvert every eſtabliſhed principle both of political and 
moral duty, to deſtroy all ſenſe of allegiance to our ſove- 
reign, all attachment to the forms and principles of our 
happy conſtitution, to eradicate every ſentiment of national 
character, and to render the people of theſe realms indif- 
terent both to the dangers and the ſucceſſes of the country, 


| have 
* Lord Belgrave. 
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15 
We have then ſtill a hoſt of enemies to 
oppoſe, and it highly behoves us to confider 
how we ſhall moſt effectually counteract 
their artiſices, and repel their malevolent 


attempts, 


have been the invariable objects of theſe multiplied and con- 
tinued endeavours. | 

With this view theſe writings have been printed in nume- 
rous editions, and in the cheapeſt forms; they have been 
diſtributed gratis, and in large quantities; and their circula- 
tion among the labouring claſſes has been a principal occu- 
pation of em!//aries deputed to various parts of the country from 
the ſocieties eſtabliſbed in this metropolis.” 

From theſe paſſages in that molt able and intereſting Re- 
port, two concluſions may fairly be deduced. 

The firſt is, that the compoſition and diſperſion of 
impious and immoral publications in this country, is the 
work, not of a few private individuals, but, as I have 
above ventured to aſſert, of focieties and bodies of men, united 
together for that and many other wicked purpoſes, and 
exerting their combined efforts to deſtroy the religion and 
the government of this kingdom, 

The other concluſion is, that thoſe who are hoſtile to 
the Britiſh conſtitution, are almoſt always equally hoſtile 
to the Chriſtian revelation ; that infidelity and diſaffec- 
tion are commonly inſeparable companions ; that each 
may generally be conſidered as the meaſure of the other; 
and that whoever is in any degree a traitor to his ſove- 
reign, ſcarce ever fails to be, in the ſame proportion, an 
apoſtate from his God, 


The 
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The firſt thing I would recommend to 
you for this purpoſe is, that you would, 


each in your reſpective pariſhes, make a 


ſtrict enquiry whether any of the miſſiona- 


ries of infidelity and impiety have been 


exerciſing their diabolical functions, by diſ- 
perſing irreligious or immoral publications 


among your people. If they have, you will, 


I am ſure, exert your utmoſt efforts to era- 
dicate theſe vile and noxious weeds, and 
to plant in their room the genuine fruits of | 


the goſpel. You will feel yourſelves called 


upon to ſtate occaſionally in your diſcourſes 


from the pulpit, or (what would be {till 


better) in a courſe of lectures compoſed for | 
the purpoſe, the principal facts and evi- | 
dences on which the truth of Chriſtianity | 
reſts. You will enter into familiar and 
friendly converſation on theſe ſubjects with 
fuch of your pariſhioners as you ſuſpect to 


have been ſtaggered in their religious prin- 


ciples: 
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ciples ; you will endeavour to find out the 


objections, the doubts, or the difficulties 
which have made the ſtrongeſt impreſſion 
upon their minds, and remove them in 
the beſt manner you are able : or if you 
ſhould think yourſelves unequal to the taſk, 
you will put into their hands ſome of 
thoſe excellent books or tracts which have 
been written in defence of revelation, 
where the principal proofs of it are com- 
preſſed into a ſmall compaſs, and the moſt 
material objections to it confidered and 
confuted. 
There is another preſervative, another 
antidote againſt the poiſon of infidelity, 
which muſt never fail to accompany what 
have juſt ſpecified; and that is, the 
amendment and reformation of the hearts 
and lives of your pariſhioners, by your doc- 
trines, by your exhortations, by your admo- 


nitions, by an unceaſing attention to all your 
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paſtoral duties, and, above all, by the purity 
and the luſtre of your own examples. 
Whoever has paſſed any time in the 
world, and has obſerved with any degree of 
attention, the manners, the habits, the pre- 
judices, and the reafonings of thoſe who are 
enemies to the Chriſtian faith, muſt have dif- 
covered that infidelity is in general a diſ- 
eaſe, not of the underſtanding, but of the 
heart. By far the greateſt part of thoſe 
who reject revelation, are againſt the goſpel, 
becauſe the goſpel is againſt them ; becauſe 
it condemns and prohibits certain practices, 
gratifications, and purſuits, which they are 
determined not to relinquiſh. It is not in 
ſhort the want of evidence, but the want of 
principle, and of a fair and upright mind, 
which makes them ſceptics and unbelievers. 
There may undoubtedly be, and I preſume 
there are, ſome few inſtances to the con- 


trary ; there may be perſons of the ſtricteſt 
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morals and the pureſt minds, who may un- 
fortunately have been perverted from the 
truth, by men more artful and leſs honeſt 
than themſelves. But in general it may 
ſafely be aſſerted, that whatever pretences 
may be ſet up for renouncing revelation, 
the real and ſubſtantial, and moſt prevalent 
impediments to it are, vice, prejudice, in- 
dolence, indifference, partial examination 
or none at all, felf-conceit, pride, vanity, 
love of ſingularity, a diſdain to think 
with the vulgar, an ambition to figure at 
the head of a ſect, and to be conſidered as 
ſuperior to the reſt of mankind in genius, 
penetration, and diſcernment. Look at the 
writings and the actual conduct of all the 
principal adverſaries of Chriſtianity, and 
more particularly at thoſe of the great 
apoſtle of infidelity, the great founder 
of the modern ſchool of philoſophy, M. 
Voltaire, and his favorite diſciples and cor- 
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reſpondents, and you will find that this re- 


preſentation is founded in fact. It is con- 


firmed alſo by the higheſt authority; by 
Him who can look into the inmoſt receſſes 
of the ſoul, who ſees the ſecret ſprings of 
action, the hidden counſels of the heart, 
the real as well as the offen/ible motives of 
human conduct; and who has perempto- 
rily declared, that * men love darkneſs ra- 
ther than light (not becauſe their under- 
ſtandings are miſled or miſinformed, but) 
becauſe their deeds are evil *.“ 

If this then be the caſe, it is to this prin- 
cipal and moſt fruitful ſource of infidelity, 
to the corruption of the human heart, that 
your moſt ſtrenuous efforts muſt be directed. 
You muſt endeavour, in the firſt place, to 
ſubdue all thoſe depraved appetites and 
paſſions which obſtruct the admiſſion of 
divine truth, and the work of converfion 
will then be eaſy. , This is the preparation 

* ſolin, ch. iii. v. 19. 


* which 
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which not only John the Baptiſt, but our 
Lord himſelf, required for the reception of 
the goſpel. The very firſt addreſs of both 
theſe to the people was, © repent ye, for the 
* kingdom of Heaven is at hand *.“ And 
this is the method (for where can you find 
a better or greater example) this is the 
method that you muſt take with your pa- 
riſhioners, if you wiſh either to preſerve 
them from infidelity, or to convert them 
from it. Baniſh from their hearts all ſen- 
ſuality, pride, vanity, vain-glory, and ſelf- 
ſufficiency, and I will venture to engage, 
that you ſhall not have a ſingle inſidel 
within the precincts of your pariſh. But 
then this cannot be done without great. 
and powerful, and more than ordinary exer- 
tions, without an unremitting attention, not 
merely to the common and ſtated duties of 


your profeſſion, but to the ſtill more im- 


Matth. iii. 2. Mark, i. 15. 
63... portant 
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portant private duties of the paſtoral care; 
you mult be © * inſtant in ſeaſon, and out of 
ſeaſon, muſt reprove, rebuke, exhort with 
all long-ſuffering and doctrine,” with di- 
ligence, with earneſtneſs, with patience, 
with perſeverance. More particularly it will 


not be ſufficient to amuſe your hearers with 


| ingenious moral eſſays on the dignity of 


human nature, the beauty of virtue, and 
the deformity and. inconvenience of vice, 
This will be a feeble and ineffectual effort, 
will be Fas © ſounding braſs and a tinkling 
cymbal.” If you wiſh for any effectual ſuc- 
ceſs, you muſt take a very different courſe, 
You muſt lay before your people, with 
plainneſs and with force, the great funda- 
mental doctrines of the goſpel ; you muſt 
ſhew them to themſelves, you muſt tell 
them plainly and honeſtly what they are 
and what they ought to be; you muſt con- 
vince them that they are frail, corrupt, and 


® 2 Timothy, ch. iv. v. 2, +1 Corinth, ch. xiii. v. 1. 
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fallen creatures; that man, ſince he came 
out of the hands of his Creator, has con- 
tracted a radical taint, which has miſerably 
vitiated his moral frame ; that the remedy, 
the only remedy, for this great, this invete- 
rate diſeaſe of the ſoul, is to be found in the 
goſpel; in the application of the means 
there pointed out for the recovery of what 
we have loſt ; in the renovation of the heart 
and life by its doctrines and its precepts ; in 
the illumination of the underſtanding, in 
the ſanctification of the ſoul, in the aid 
given to the infirmities of our nature, by the 
heavenly influences of the holy ſpirit ; and, 
above all, in the ſacrifice made for all 
mankind upon the crols by our Redeemer, 
and in humble reliance on that ſacrifice for 
pardon and acceptance. "Theſe are the 
great evangelical doctrines which muſt be 
preſſed repeatedly, with devout and ſolemn 
carneſtneſs, on the minds of your hearers, 
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which can alone ſpeak to their conſciences, 


their affections, and their hearts; can alone 


awaken them to a juſt ſenſe of their condi- 
tion, and convince them of the abſolute ne- 
ceſſity of ſincere repentance, of a vital faith 
in Chriſt, and a uniform obedience to his 
laws. 

In addition to all this, you muſt fre- 
quently repreſent to them the infinite im- 
portance of their ſpiritual concerns; the ex- 
treme, the contemptible infignificance of 
every thing this world has to offer in com- 
pariſon of their eternal intereſts; the 
awful leſſon which theſe turbulent and 


diſaſtrous times hold out to them of the 


precarious nature of all worldly ſplendour, 
all worldly glory, all worldly happineſs; 
the wiſdom and the neceſſity of looking 
forwards to ſomething more permanent 
than theſe tranſient enjoyments (which 
we ſee may be annihilated in a mo- 
ment); of giving religion the firſt place 

in 
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in their thoughts ; of ſeeking firſt the king» 
dom of God and his righteouſneſs, of ren- 
dering every thing ſubſervient to that pri- 
mary object *, “and bringing every thought 
into captivity to the obedience of Chriſt.” 

Above all things, it will be neceſſary to 
deſtroy that fatal deluſion which has mifled 
ſo many, that it is a matter of perfect in- 
difference what religion they embrace, or 
whether any at all; and that provided they 
lead a tolerably good moral life, and act up 
to what they call the light of nature, of rea- 
ſon, or of philoſophy, they are ſecure from 
puniſhment at leaſt, if not certain of re- 
ward. This is a moſt dangerous, but, 1 
fear, a very common error; and yet it is 
clearly and palpably repugnant to the moſt 
poſitive declarations of holy writ : © He+ 
„that hath the Son hath life, and he that 
& hath not the Son hath not life 2, but the 
„ wrath of God abideth on him; neither 


* 2 Corinth. ch. x. verſe 5. + 1 John, chap, v. verſe 12. 
John, chap. iii. verſe 36, 
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« is there any other name given under 
« Heaven by which we may be ſaved but 
&« that of Jeſus only *. The fact is, we are 
the ſubjects of the Almighty, and we live, 
and cannot 6#ut live, under his government. 
His will (however made known) is the 
law of that government. If he has made 
no expreſs declaration of that will, we 
muſt collect it as well as we can from 
what we know of his nature and our own; 
but if he has expreſsly declared his will, 
that 1s the law we are to be governed by. 
We may indeed refuſe to be governed by 
it if we pleaſe; but it is at our peril if we 


do; for if it prove to be a true declaration 


of his will, to reject it is REBELLION. 


In order to tet all theſe great truths in 
the ſtrongeſt poſhble light, you will find 
it highly uſeful to call the attention of your 
hearers frequently and earneſtly to that 
facred volume, which is, I fear, compa- 


* AQs, chap, iv. verſe 12. 
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ratively ſpeaking, ſo little known and ſo 

much neglected, THE BIBLE. 
You may reſt aſſured, my Brethren, and 
I ſpeak from my own experience, that one 
of the moſt certain and effectual means 
both of confirming the faith, and regulat- 
ing the conduct of your pariſhioners, is to 
employ a conſiderable part of your time 
in reading and explaining to them the ſa— 
cred writings. They are more calculated 
to arreſt the attention, to ſeize the ima- 
gination, to affect the heart, to engage the 
affections, to alarm the fears, and excite 
the hopes of mankind, than any human 
compoſition whatever. Other books may 
afford us much entertainment, much in- 
formation, and much inſtruction ; may 
gratify our curioſity, may delight our ima- 
gination, may improve our underſtanding, 
may calm our paſſions, may exalt our ſen- 
timents, may amend our hearts: but they 
have 


28 


have not, they cannot have, that autho« 
rity in what they affirm, in what they re- 
quire, in what they promiſe, in what they 
threaten, that the ſcriptures have. There 
is a peculiar energy, and dignity, and 
weight in them, which 1s not to be found 
in any other writings. They are, as the 
epiſtle to the Hebrews deſcribes them, 
quick and powerful, and ſharper than 
« any two-edged ſword, piercing even to 
„the dividing aſunder of ſoul and ſpirit, 
* and of the joints and marrow, and are 
« diſcerners of the thoughts and intents 
« of the heart *. Their denunciations 
(as a great writer has well obſerved) are 
more awful, their convictions ſtronger, 
their conſolations more ſoothing, their 
counſels more authentic, their expoſtula- 
tions more forcible, their admonitions more 
awakening, their threats more alarming, 
* Hebrews, chap. iv. verſe 12. 


+ Archbiſhop Secker, 
their 
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their promiſes more reviving, than thoſe 


of any other book in the world. There 


are paſſages in them ſo ſublime, ſo pa- 


thetic, ſo impreſſive, full of ſuch energy 


and force upon the ſoul, yet without the 


leaſt appearance of labour and ſtudy for 
that purpoſe ; indeed the deſign of the 
whole is ſo noble; ſo well ſuited to the 
ſad condition of human kind; the morals 
have in them ſuch purity, the doctrines 
ſuch dignity, and though many of them 
above reaſon, yet ſo perfectly reconcileable 
with it; the expreſſion is ſo majeſtic, yet fa- 
miliarized with ſuch natural fimplicity and 
eaſe, that the more we read and meditate 
on theſe writings, with pious diſpoſitions 
and judicious attention, the more we ſhall 
ſee and feel of the hand of God in them.” 

But that which ſtamps upon them the 
higheſt value, that which renders them, 
ſtrictly ſpeaking, ineſtimable, and diſtin- 


guiſhes 


— 
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guiſhes them from all other writings, is this, 
that they, and they only, contain the words 
of eternal life. This is the grand object for 
ſtudying them which our Lord points out 
to his diſciples, when he ſays, © Search the 
« ſcriptures: for in them ye think ye have 
t eternal life, and they are they which teſtify 
* of me *.“ In this reſpect even the wiſeſt and 
the nobleſt compoſitions of man muſt fail us. 
They cannot give us that which we moſt 
want, and which is inſinitely more impor— 
tant than all the reſt, ETERNAL LIFE. 

But to compleat the whole, and to give 
irreſiſtible force to every thing we ſay, to 
our inſtructions, our admonitions, our ex- 
hortations, we mult add the weight of our 
own example. We mult render viſible to 
the eyes of men thoſe very virtues we re- 
commend, and exhibit in our own perſons 
the true temper, and ſpirit, and character 
of a Chriſtian. To ſay that we muſt be 


John, chap. v. veiſe 39. 
Uncon-— 
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uncontaminated by fin, is ſ-ying very little 
indeed. A wicked and profligate clergy- 
man is a monſter in nature, of which I will 
not ſuppoſe the exiſtence. Even a gay and 
a trifling one, is a character totally incon- 
ſiſtent with the ſanctity and dignity of the 
miniſterial office. Mere exemption, there- 
fore, either from vice or levity, will avail us 
little. This negative, this neutral kind of 
merit, 1s far, very far, from what the world 
expects and the ſcriptures require from us. 
We mult go a great way beyond this, or 
we ſhall fall ſhort of the high prize of our 
calling. Our buſineſs plainly is to go on 
conſtantly towards perfection, and to ex- 
emplify in our own lives thoſe great evan- 
gelical virtues, that humility, meekneſs, 
gentleneſs, and placability of ſoul, that 
correctneſs, purity, and ſanctity of man- 
ners, that ſincere and ardent love of our 
Maker, that unbounded gratitude to our 
crucified 
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crucified Redeemer, that indifference to 
worldly pleaſures and advantages, that vi- 
tal piety, that heavenly mindedneſs, that 
decided and predominant preference of 
God to every other object, that devotion of 
the heart and life to his ſervice, that deſire 
to do all his will, and to live to his glory, 
which conſtitute the true character of a 
Chriſtian miniſter, and with which it muſt 
be his conſtant and earneſt endeavour to in- 
ſpire all thoſe that are committed to his 
care. 

By a conduct formed on theſe principles, 
and by thoſe exertions in the diſcharge of 
our duty, which the world at all times ex- 
pects, but which the preſent awful ſituation 
of this country does now moſt imperiouſly 
demand from us, we ſhall contribute moſt 
eſſentially to that general reformation which 
is now ſo loudly called for; we ſhall more 
effeQually check the progreſs of infidelity 
| than 
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than by any other means whatever; we 
ſhall approve ourſelves faithful miniſters of 
the goſpel, and ſhall alſo render very im- 
portant ſervice to the ſtate. For it is a fact 
perfectly well known, and has been eſta- 
bliſhed by incontrovertible evidence, that 
the foundation of all thoſe convulſions and 
calamities which have ſo long deſolated the 
Chriſtian world, was laid by firſt under- 
mining every ſentiment of morality and re- 
ligion, and thus preparing the minds of the 
people for exceſſes and violences of every 
kind, and a contempt of all authority, hu- 
man and divine. If then the extirpation of 
every virtuous and every Chriſtian princi- 
ple, led the way to the ſubverſion of all civil 
government, and all focial order on the 
continent; the moſt effectual way to pre- 
ſerve them here, is evidently to take a di- 
rectly oppoſite courſe; to give effectual ſup- 
port to thoſe faithful guardians of the pub- 


lic welfare, and to diffuſe as wide as poſ- 
5 ſible 
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fible a purity of manners, and a fpirit of 
true Chriſtian piety throughout the land. 
And however arduous the taſk may ſeem, 
we have no reaſon to deſpair. On the con- 
trary, it appears to me, that there is now a 
fairer proſpect of tucceſs than at any former 
period *. It is with communities as with 
individuals, proſperity maddens them, ad- 
verſity brings them to their ſenſes. Cala- 
mity and affliction ſoften and ſubdue their 

minds, 


* The hope here expreſſed of a material improvement 
in national manners, was certainly juſtified by the ap- 
pearance of things at the time this Charge was written, 
in the ſpring of 1798. Some degree of moderation in 
pleaſure and amuſement, both private and public, and ſome 
ſcrious ſentiments of religion and devotion, began evidently 
to prevail. But this fair proſpe& (with grief it muſt be 
confeſſed) has been miſerably overcaſt in the courſe of the 
preſent year, in which the ſpirit of diſſipation, luxury, and 
profulicn, ſeems to have returned with redoubled violence; 
and not only have gaicties, diverſions, and entertainments of 
every kind, multiplied beyond example (at leaſt in the me- 
trupolis) but what is a ſtill more alarming conſideration, 
the number of divorces has been greater than in any pre- 
cediug year, Is it thus then that we reform? © Is our 
goudnels as the morning cloud, and as the early dew goeth 
it away *?” Does our religion ſpring ſolely from our 
fe.rs, and is the degree of cur danger the meaſure of our 

# Hoſea, vi. 4. : 
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minds, and render them diſpoſed to liſten to 
ſalutary advice. This good effect ſeems to 
have been already in ſome degree produced 
by the perils which have of late years me- 
naced our government and our religion, and 
their operation has not been a little aided 
by the exertions of ſome excellent writers, 
who have riſen up at this critical moment 
in the cauſe of morality and Chriſtianity, 
have called the attention of the people of 
this land to the fundamental doctrines and 
duties of the goſpel, and have preſſed upon 
them the neceſſity of immediate reformation, 


by arguments not eaſy to be withſtood *. 


The 


piety? Does the ardour of our devotion cool, as our ap- 
prehenſions of public calamity ſubſide; and is our mora- 
lity a mere occaſional conformity to the rules of the goſpel, 
varying continually with the varying aſpect of our affairs 
abroad and at home? Thele are mortifying and humiliat. 
ing queſtions, but it becomes us to weigh and conſider them 
well; and may God in his mercy grant that they may 
produce their due effect upon our hearts! 


* The ſpifit of religion excited at the time by the 
impreſſive admonitions of Mr. Wilberforce, Mr. Bowd- 
ler, Mr. King, and many other pious and able writers, 


was certainly very conſiderable. And to cheſe it would 
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The favourable reception and extenſive cir- 
culation which theſe publications have ob- 
tained, indicate, I think, /ome degree of re- 
turning ſeriouſneſs, and give us ground to 
hope that theſe efforts, together with the 
circumſtances of the times, have made a 
conſiderable impreſſion on the public mind. 


Let then theſe favourable impreſſions be 


now be injuſtice not to add the name of another highly- 
approved author, Mrs. Hannah More; whoſe extra» 
ordinary and verſatile talents can equally accommodate 
themſelves to the cottage and the palace : who, while ſhe 
is diffuſing among the lower orders of the people an infinity 
of little religious tracts, calculated to reform and comfort 
them in this world, and to ſave them in the next, is at the 
ſame time applying all the powers of a vigorous and highly 


cultivated mind, to the inſtruction, improvement, and delight 


of the moſt exalted of her own ſex. I allude more parti- 
cularly to her laſt work, on female education, which preſents 
to the reader ſuch a fund of good ſenſe, of wholeſome coun- 
ſel, of ſagacious obſervation, of a knowledge of the world 
and of the female heart, of high-toned morality and genuine 
Chriſtian piety ;- and all this enlivened with ſuch brilliancy 
of wit, ſuch richneſs of imagery, ſuch variety and felicity 
of alluſion, ſuch neatneſs and elegance of diQion, as are not, 
J conceive, eaſily to be found ſo combined and blended to- 
gether in any other work in the Engliſh language. 

Of the above-mentioned little tracts no leſs than two 
millions were ſold in the firſt year; and they contributed, I 
am perſuaded, very eſſentially to countera& the poiſon of 
thoſe impious and immoral pamphlets, which, as I have al- 
ready ſtated, were diſperſed over the kingdom in ſuch num- 
bers by ſocieties of infidels and republicans, 
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followed up, let not ſo golden an opportu- 
nity be loſt, but let all our powers be ex- 
erted to improve this auſpicious moment to 
the utmoſt. 

It is ſcarce poſſible that any order of men 
in this kingdom, much leſs that our order, 
can be indifferent and unconcerned ſpec- 
tators of that tremendous conteſt in which 
we have been ſo long engaged. We are 
not, my brethren, an iudependent and un- 
connected body of men, having ſeparate 
intereſts of our own, diſtinct from, or op- 


poſite to, thoſe of the community; but we 


are linked and tied to the ſtate, and to the Wa 
ſeveral members of it, by all thoſe ſacred as 


bonds which form the cement of human 


ſociety and of political union; by oaths of 


allegiance, repeatedly and ſolemnly taken ; 


by the protection we derive from the laws; 
by the generous proviſion made for us by 
the public ; by our wives and our children, 
our relations and dependents ; by every 
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domeſtic, every friendly endearment that 
can bind man to man, and engage all our 
hearts and affections in promoting the pub- 
lic welfare. Our intereſts are eſſentially 
interwoven with thoſe of the ſtate, and if 
that periſh, we muſt all periſh with it. It 
is not merely the revenue allotted to us by 
the ſtate, it 1s not the honours, the emo- 
luments, the advantages, which ſome of 
us happen to poſleſs, that are at ſtake ; 
theſe are, comparatively ipeaking, trivial 


things: it is ſomething much more valuable 


or than all theſe for which we are now con- 


f 6.7 tending. It is that freedom which we all 


equally enjoy ; it is thoſe laws from which 
we all equally derive ſecurity and protec- 
tion; it is that unrivalled conſtitution, both 
in church and Rate \ which 1s the glory of 
this country and the envy of every other ; 
It is, in fine, the religion of that God whom 
we all worſhip, and of that Redeemer from 


whom we all look for ſalvation. Theſe, 
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and every thing elſe that is dear and valu- 
able to us as men, as Britons, as Chriſtians, 
as miniſters of the goſpel, we muſt (ſhould 
our enemies ſucceed in their attempts 
againſt us) be content to part with. We 
muſt be content to bid adieu even to this 
venerable edifice in which we are now at- 
ſembled, and- never more to offer up our 
devotions within theſe ſacred walls *. If 

we 


* It may be thought, perhaps, that this is a groundleſs 
imagination, and that were we even to b*come a province 
to France (which God avert!) we ſhould ſtill be indulged 
in the free exerciſe of our religion. But if we may judge 
from what is paſling in France itſelf at this hour, nothing 
can be more vain than ſuch an expectation. I am aſſured, 
from good authority, that, excepiing a few churches in 
Paris (which the tyrants of that country do not think it 
ſafe to ſhut up), the reſt are almoſt univertilly converted 
to profane uſes, and the people dare not aũemble in them 
for the purpoſe of divine worſhip. And how little that go- 
vernment is diſpoſed to tolerate any religion, may be col- 
lected from the reception given to the following ſpeech, in 
the permanent fitting of the Council of 500, June 25th, 
1799. 

« Boulay (de la Meurthe) ſpoke on the article of the 
Commiſſion of Eleven, reſpecting the tranſportation of 
Prieſts. He wiſhed for general toleration in religious opi- 
nions; and his opinion was founded not in the intereſt of 
prieſts, but in that of the French people and their liberty. 
He maintained, that no perſon ougat to be perſecuted on 


account of his peculiar mode of worſhipping God {mur- 
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we are not prepared for all this, it will be 
cur wiſdom and our duty to ſtrengthen the 
hands of government, and to afliſt its vi- 
gorous exertions for our defence, in every 
way that is conſiſtent with the ſanctity and 
the decorum of our profeſſion; by cheer- 
fully contributing our full proportion, as I 
truſt we all have done, to the exigencies of 
the ſtate ; by endeavouring to infpire all 
thoſe under our care with a ſimilar ar- 
dour for the public good ; by checking that 
ſpirit of vice and infidelity, which are the 
primary ſources of public diſorder and con- 
fuſion; and by impreſſing on the minds 
of the people a ſtrong ſenſe of that duty, 
fidelity, and obedience to their lawful 
covernors, which the ſcriptures moſt pe- 
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remptorily enjoin; addreſſing them in the 


murs are heard in different parts of the Council). The people 
think it neceſſary to believe in the exiſtence of a God, and © 


ſhould be allowed to adore him according to their modes 
of faith. The general opinion was decidedly that way; 
and the nation was more attached to the independence of 
its religious ſentiments than to any idea of liberty.“ Boulay 
af here overpowered by noiſe, and obliged to quit the tribune, 


* 
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ſtrong energetic language of the ſacred 
moraliſt: My soN, FEAR THOU THE 
& LORD AND THE KING, AND MEDDLE 
* NOT WITH THEM THAT ARE GIVEN 
« TO CHANGE®,” 

Theſe are the great important duties 
which we are now loudly called upon, both 
by our religion and our profeſſion, to 
fulfil. And there is ſtill another moſt eſ- 
ſential ſervice, perfectly congenial to the 
ſpirit of both, which we may at this time 
render to our country, and which is to my 
mind, I confeſs, the ſureſt ground of hope 
and confidence ; I mean, moſt earneſt and 
unceaſing ſupplications to the Governor of 
the world, not only in our public miniſtra- 
tion but in our private deyotions, for the 
ſafety of theſe kingdoms, for the proſperity 
of our Jeruſalem, for the bleſſing of Heaven 
on all our preparations of defence, and for 
the final ſucceſs of this moſt arduous and 
eventful conflict. 


/ = 
Prov. xxiv. 25: 


No 
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No one ſurely can have been ſo inatten- 
tive and careleſs an obſerver. of the aſto- 
niſhing ſcenes that have now for ſeveral 
years been paſſing before our eyes, without 
ſeeing in them ſomething more than the 
ordinary progreſs of human affairs; without 
recognizing a ſecret and inviſible hand 
over-ruling all the efforts of human wiſ- 
dom and power, and conducting all theſe 
wonderful events to ſome great myſterious 
end not yet revealed to mortal fight, and 
proclaiming to the whole world, in lan- 
guage the moſt awful and ſublime, that 
HE IS THE GOVERNOR AMONG THE NA- 
TIONS; AND THAT HIS KINGDOM RUL- 
ETH OVER ALL X. To this Almighty Being, 

Tg 


* Pſalm xx1i. 28; Citi. 19.— This great and momentous 
trath, that the courſe of human affairs has ever been, and 
ſtill is (notwithſtanding the preſent appearance of confuſion 
and diſorder in the world) under the guidance and the 
control of our Almighty and All-righteous Governor, 
directing them to thoſe important purpoſes deſignated in + 
the prophecies of holy writ (more particularly in thoſe 
relating to the riſe, progreſs, and eftabliſhment of the 
power of Antichrit). the reader will find moſt ably 


elucidated and confirmed in Mr, Kett's View of Scriptural 
Prophecies, 
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then, it is that we muſt}, in the firſt place, 
have recourſe for ſecurity and protection; 
and the ſtated means of obtaining that pro- 
tection is PRAYER, Prayer is a moſt power- 
ful inſtrument in the hands of a ſincere 
Chriſtian, and may produce aſtoniſhing 
effects. We know, from the higheſt au- 
thority, that it has ſometimes, in caſes of 
the utmoſt danger and diſtreſs, produced 
ſuch effects; that it has ſometimes induced 
the Almighty to give a new turn to the 


great wheels of the univerſe, and to reſcue 


Prophecies, and their Accompliſhment in the paſt and preſent 
Occurrencies of the World. L his very ingeraous, and in 
ſeveral parts original work, is, in theſe times of general 
anxiety and diſmay, peculiarly intereſting and ſeaſonable; 
as furniſhing the beſt grounds of behef and confidence in 
a divine ſuperintendence, the moſt awful and animated 
warnings to the infidel and the libertine, and the moſt 
ſubſtantial conſolation and ſupport to the ſincere Chriſtian; 
to whom is held out this moſt encouraging aſſurance, © that 
whoever, or whatever church or nation ſhall continue firmly 
attached in faith and practice to the Lord and Saviour of 
the world, in an age when he is crucified afreſh and put to 
open ſhame; whoever ſhall reſiſt the enticements of deceit, 
the ſword of terror, and the torpor of indifference, ſhall 
come forth as ſilver that is tried in the furnace; fer be that 
endureth unto the end, the ſame ſhall be ſaved.” —See vol. itt, 
p- 205. 


individuals, 
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individuals, families, and empires from de- 
ſtruction. Improbable and even ridiculous 
as this may ſeem to the profound reaſoners 
of this world, yet we, my brethren, cannot 
entertain the ſmalleſt doubt of it. The 
ſcriptures both of the old and new teſta- 
ment are full of the powerful prevalence of 
prayer, and unleſs we abſolutely renounce 
all faith in the goſpel, and all confidence in 
the promiſes of Chriſt, we muſt admit the 
truth of this doctrine, we muſt admit © that 
the effectual fervent prayer of a righteous 
man availeth much *.“ If ſuch then be the 
power of prayer from a ſingle individual, 
ſurely we have the beſt ground to hope, that 
the fervent and united prayers of a large 
body of men (among whom I truſt there are 
many righteous) will avail ſtill more. Let 
then every one of us without exception, 
make an immediate and effectual uſe of this 
high and invaluable privilege of 1NTER- 


james v. 16, 
CESSION, 
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CESSION, in behalf of our country and of 
every thing we hold moſt dear. Let the 
morning and the evening conſtantly wit- 
neſs our petitions for the favour of Heaven 
upon this land, and let us humbly truſt, 
that whatever incidental misfortunes may 
befal us, our prayers will ultimately be 
crowned with ſucceſs. If we may judge 
from what is paſt, we have every reaſon to 
hope (provided our repentance be ſincere, 
and our reformation effectual) for the pro- 
tection of the Almighty in future. For 
without recurring to remote and diſtant 
proofs of his providential care and ſuperin- 
tendence over us, let us recollect that even 
in the preſent ſcene of univerſal miſery and 
deſolation, while he has ſuffered other na- 
tions to be ſwallowed up in that gulph which 
has overwhelmed the Chriſtian world, he 
has hitherto mercifully preſerved theſe 
kingdoms from being drawn into the 
general vortex, and has, moreover, in the 


recollection of every one here preſent, 


preſerved 
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preſerved us from the moſt itiminent 
dangers of various kinds, and crowned our 
naval operations with the moſt ſplendid 
ſucceſs. Theſe circumſtances unqueſtion- 
ably afford a reaſonable ground of confi- 
dence, that he has not yet turned his face 
from us; that if we forſake not him he 
will never forſake us; and that though 
he may ſuffer us to be corrected, yet it will 
be in mercy, it will be for our reformation 
not for our deſtruction. Yes, my brethren, 
we coil indulge the confolatory hope, 
that this ifland, which has been ſo often 
marked as the object of God's peculiar care 
and favour, which has been diſtinguiſhed 
by a religion, by a conſtitution, by a degree 
of ſecurity and freedom ſuperior to that of 
every other nation under heaven, will not 
now, in its utmoſt need, be deſerted by its 
Almighty Friend and Protector. We will 
cheriſh the belief, that there is ſome degree 
of felicity ſtill in ſtore for us; that the- il- 
luſtrious 
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luſtrious part we have been ſo long ap- 
pointed to act on the great theatre of the 
world, is not yet accompliſhed; but that 
this happy country is reſerved to be a 
choſen remnant from a deſolated world; to 
be the laſt refuge of the afflicted and diſ- 
treſſed, the aſylum of liberty, the guardian 
of morality, the bulwark of Chriſtianity, 
and an impregnable barrier againſt that 
dreadful torrent which has deluged all the 
reſt of Europe; but to which, when it ap- 
proaches theſe ſhores, the great Ruler of 
the univerſe will I truſt fay, i in the ſublime 
and irreſiſtible language of Omnipotence, 
„ HITHERTO SHALT, nov COME, BUT 
NO FURTHER: AND HERE SHALL THY 
PROUD WAVES BE STAYED K.“ 


* Job xxxviii. 11. 
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